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PUTREFACTION

Pushkin and Russian Literature,
J. Lavrin, 1947.

Pushkin. A town of the
R.S.F.S.R., 15 m. S. of Leningrad
and in that region. Originally
called Detskoe Selo (children's
village), it became the summer
residence of the imperial family in
the reign of Catherine the Great,
who renamed it Tsarskoe Selo;
after the revolution of 1917 it was
called after the great writer (w.*.).
The town contained two imperial
palaces, the larger 800 ft. long and
surrounded by parkland. It was
noted for its lavishly decorated
apartments and works of art.
Pushkin was captured by the
Germans during their advance on
Leningrad in July, 1941, and re-
taken by the Soviet army on
Jan. 24,1944. Before with drawing,
the Germans devastated the town
and deported the inhabitants to
Germany.

Pushtu OR PASHTO. Language
spoken by the Pathan peoples of
the North-West Frontier province
of Pakistan, Baluchistan, and
Afghanistan E. of the Helmund.
It is essentially Iranian, with an
admixture of Indo-Aryan words.
The N.E. or hard Pukhtu dialect of
Peshawar is allied to sub-dialects
in Buner, Swat, and Bajaur, and to
those of the Yusufzai, Orakzai,
Ghilzai, Mohmands, and Afridi.
The S.W. or soft Pushtu dialect is
also highly differentiated, in Bannu,
Waziristan, and Kandahar. The
literature, traceable back to the
15th century, embraces history and
ballad poetry. See Iranian; Pathan.

Pussyfoot. Nickname given to
the advocate of prohibition, W. E.
Johnson (q.v.), probably from his
silent methods of tracking down
offenders against the law, when
engaged in suppressing the liquor
trade in Indian territory.

Pussy Willow. Popular name
for the tree Salix caprea described
under Sallow.

Pusztas. Temperate grasslands
of the Hungarian plains. Formerly
almost entirely devoted to stock-
rearing, the pusztas have now be-
come one of the chief wheat-
producing regions of Europe. Hun-
garian wheat and flour are among
the finest in the world. Horse-
rearing is an occupation in the
drier parts. See Alfold ; Steppe.

Putlog OR PTJTLOCK. Horizontal
piece of timber inserted into holes
in masonry for the purpose of
supporting timber. See Scaffolding.

Putnam, GEORGE HAVEN (1844
-1930). American author and pub-
lisher. Born in London, April 2,
1844, he was educated at Columbia
grammar school. New York, the

Sorbonne, Paris, and Gottinpcen
university. He served in the ITtith
New York cavalry during the Civil
War, and was a prisoner at Lit by
and Danville, 1864-65. President
of G. P. Putnam's Sons, publishers,
he did much to promote the
American copyright bill of 1S91.
His books include Authors and
Publishers, 1883; The Question of
Copyright, 1891; Abraham Lin-
coln, 1909; and two volumes of
Memories, 1914 and 1915. Putnam
died Feb. 27, 1930.

Putnam, GEORGE PALM ER (1887-
1950). American publisher and
writer. Born at Bye, N.Y., Sept. 7,
1887. and educated at Harvard
and California universities, he be-
came director of G. P. Putnam's
Sons and president of the Knicker-
bocker Press 1919-30. Director of

the church was rebuilt in 1S36, and
a fine chantrey, X. of the chancel,
built by Bishop' West in 1533. The
bridge* by Bazalgette, ISSti, re-
placed a wooden structure which,
in 1729, superseded an ancient
ferry. It was greatly widened in
1933. Putney is the "headquarters
of many rowing dubs and the
starting-point of the Oxford and
Cambridge boat race. A pier for
river passenger service was built in
1048. A public library was the gift
of Sir George Xewnes. The Royal
Hospital for Incurables dates from
1854. On Putney Heath, which ad-
joins Wimbledon Common, are
reservoirs of the Clielsea water-
works.

At Putney, called Putelei in
Domesday, and included in the
manor of* Wimbledon, Harold had
a fishery. Elizabeth was a frequent
visitor at Putney Palace, the resi-
dence near the river of John Lacy.
Notable residents have included
Thomas Cromwell, Gibbon, Airs.
Siddons, William Pitt, Swinburne,
Watts-Dunton, Sir George Newnes,
J. P. Morgan, and, during his Nazi-
enforced exile, President Ediiard
Benes, of Czecho- Slovakia. Clement
Attlee was born here. Putney Heath,
once notable as a duelling centre,
had during 1690-1750 the most
famous bow ling green near London.

the American
museum of
natural history
expedition to
Greenland,
1926, and of an
expedition to
Baffin Island
the following
year, he served
in the U.S.
army air force

during the Second Great War. He
married Amelia Earhart (#.#.), the
aviator, of whom he wrote a bio-
graphy, Soaring Wings, in 194$.
His other publications included
The Southland of 3SF. America,
1913 ; Wide Margins, 1942 ; Dura-
tion, 1943. He died Jan. 4, 1950.
Putney. London suburb. Situ-
ated on the Thames, S. of Fulham,
and in the co. of Surrey, it forms
part of the met. bor. of Wands-
worth, and is included in the bor.
constituency of Wandsworth (Put-
ney). It is connected with the City
and West End by rly., underground
rlys., bus, and river transport. The
parish church of S. Mary ha& a
14th centurv tower, restored when

Putney, London.   The Higli Street, and, left, the
cent, tower of the parish church of S. Mary
Putney suffered little damage in
the earlier air raids of the Second
Great War, but many houses,
shops, and churches were des-
troyed in 1944, particularly by
flying bombs. On Xov. 7, 1943, a
single bomb dropped by a lone
German raider caused one of the
most calami tons " incidents " of
the war, falling on a dance-hall
over a milk bar, and close to bus
queues as people emerged from
cinemas. Over 80 were killed and
many more injured. Pop. 70,835.
Putrefaction. Changes which
occur in organic matter after
death. They result from the action
of bacteria upon simple substances,
and m their eonrse foul smells and